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BACKGROUND
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative of the Government of India to celebrate
and commemorate 75 years of independence and the glorious history of its
people, culture and achievements.
This Mahotsav is dedicated to the people of India who have not only been
instrumental in bringing India thus far in its evolutionary journey but also hold
within them the power and potential to enable Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat.
The official journey of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav commenced on 12th March 2021
which started a 75-week countdown to our 75th anniversary of independence and
will end post a year on 15th August 2023. The festival has turned into a festival of
national awakening. The festival has lit the illuminating “Panchapradip” consisting
five elements of development. The first is the struggle for independence, the
second is 75 years of thinking, the third is 75 years of success, the fourth is 75
years of dynamism and the fifth is 75 years of determination. The tribute to this
festival is to promise the people of the country, a good governance, friendship
with neighbouring countries and that is why the festival is a celebration of world
peace and development. We all are solely devoted to the fervour of this festival.

INTRODUCTION
As a part of this festival, in this holy hour of “Amrit
Mahotsav, the State of Tripura is bringing out a coffeetable book highlighting the history of the spectacular
transition of the State from 1949 till date. Tripura is a
very ancient State of mythical India. During the long five
hundred years of their reign, many kings of the Manikya
dynasty practiced monarchy on this land. Many Kings and
Maharajas have been instrumental in the development
of the State. Their royal stories are written in the pages
of history and narrated in the Rajmala. The heroic tales
of their infinite courage has made the State proud for
uncountable times which everybody is carrying forward
generation after generation.

In 1947 India gained her independence after long 200
years of British Rule. The country was already divided
into two parts. Following the independence of India in
1947, Tippera district – the estate in the plains of British
India – Comilla became a part of East Pakistan, and Hill
Tippera remained under a regency council until 1949.
The State witnessed the untimely death of Maharaja
Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya and at that time his son Kirit
Bikram Kishore Manikya was a minor. The pro-Pakistan
people were conspiring to include Tripura with Pakistan.

The Maharani Regent of Tripura, Rajmata Kanchanprabha Devi signed the Tripura
Merger Agreement, for the sake of her citizens’ well being, on 9th September
1949, as a result of which Tripura became a Part C state of India. It became a
Union Territory, without a legislature, According to the new Constitution of India,
created in 1950, the first bureaucratic system of government was introduced
under the leadership of the Chief Commissioner. On April 14, 1953, the President of
the country, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, appointed a three-member advisory council with
the assistance of the Chief Commissioner of the State. Territorial Council Act of the
country was passed in 1956. The Tripura Regional Council was formed in 1957 and
on 15th August 1959, the Tripura Regional Council officially started its democratic
activities consisting of 32 assembly seats (of which 30 seats were elected by the
people and 2 were representatives of the Central Government). On 1st July 1963,
the First Cabinet of the State was formed under the leadership of Shri Sachindralal
Singh. On January 21, 1972, the State had attained the title of Full Statehood and
the number of assembly members in the state was increased to 60.
As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, on the day of celebration of Statehood
Day 2022, Lakshya-2047, an aspirational document of visionary of development
was released for the people of the State depicting 7 areas of development, viz.,
Primary sector, Infrastructure Connectivity & Supply, Industry & Investment, Social
Sector, Good Governance & Environment, and Forest & Climate Change. In order
to place State’s identity in the seat of excellence, the people of the State have
been called upon to work with unparalleled motivation every hours for the next 25
years, keeping ‘Goal 2047’ in mind.

CHIEF MINISTER OF TRIPURA
AGARTALA - 799 010

MESSAGE
MESSAGE

Tripura is one of the Seven Sisters that make up the North Eastern Region of India. Tripura is known for
its enigmatic hills, captivating dales, dense forests, myriad flora and lush green valleys. The colourful
traditional life of Tripura’s numerous tribes and their harmonious existence create a unique cultural mosaic.

Prof. (Dr.) Manik Saha
Chief Minister

The State Government is working tirelessly across all sectors for development of the State and this has
already started to bear fruit. The State Government is focussing on inclusive development with the spirit
of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayaas’ which means growth of every individual,
development of every part of the State and with everyone’s trust and effort.
The State Government has been taking several steps to improve connectivity, strengthen and modernise
infrastructure, augment power supply, improve health services, empower women, ensure welfare and
upliftment of weaker sections of the society, eliminate corruption and establish good governance.
I assure you that the State will be committed in meeting the expectations and answering the aspirations of
the people in the times to come.
I heartily welcome and appreciate the laudable effort of Planning (P&C) Department for publishing the
Coffee Table book, highlighting the history of the spectacular transition of the State from 1949 till date, on
the auspicious occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

(Prof. (Dr.) Manik Saha)

MESSAGE

Government of Tripura
Department of Finance, Power, P&C & Rural
Development (Panchayat) New Secretariat Building.
Capital Complex, Agartala-799 010 Ph : 0381 - 241 40551
Fax : 2414060 Cell +9402177759
e-mail: deputycmtripura @ gmail.com

It gives me great pleasure to note that Planning (P&C) Department has come out with a Coffee Table book,
highlighting the history of the spectacular transition of the State from 1949 till date, on the auspicious
occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
This Coffee Table book is an endeavour to describe lucidly the vital efforts of the State Government’s
sincere efforts with colourful photographic glimpses of the spectacular transition of the State from 1949 till
date in the areas of Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Sectors.

JISHNU DEV VARMA
Deputy Chief Minister

The former princely state of Tripura was ruled by Maharajas of Manikya dynasty, it was an independent
administrative unit under the Maharaja even during the British rule in India, though this independence was
qualified, being subject to the recognition of the British, as the paramount power of each successive ruler.
As per Rajmala, the royal chronology of Tripura, a total of 184 kings ruled over the State before it merged
with the Indian Union on October 15 1949. On January 26,1950 Tripura was accorded the status of a ‘C’
category State and on November 1,1956, it was recognized as a Union Territory. With the sustained efforts
and struggle of the people of Tripura, it gained full statehood on January 21, 1972, as per the North-East
Reorganization Act, 1971. The State has been witnessing development in all the sectors since then.
I hope this effort of Planning (P&C) Department will be very useful to all the readers to know a lot about the
small and beautiful state of Tripura.
I would like to particularly thank Shri Apurba Roy, Secretary, Planning, Shri Udayan Sinha, Director, Planning
and his team for spearheading the effort of bringing out this Coffee Table book.
(Jishnu Dev Varma)

Government of Tripura
Secretariat, New Capital Complex,
Agartala-799 010, Tripura

MESSAGE
I am happy to note that Planning and Coordination Department, on the auspicious occasion
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, has brought out a Coffee Table Book portraying transition of
the State from 1949 till date, with colourful photographic glimpses, highlighting the effort
made by the Maharajas of Manikya dynasty and the State Government.

JITENDRA KUMAR SINHA, IAS
Chief Secretary

2. This Coffee Table Book is a product of detailed and painstaking deliberations by all
stakeholders. I would, in particular, like to acknowledge the contribution of Shri Apurba
Roy, Secretary, Planning and his team in Planning and Coordination Department for their
sincere effort in finalizing the Coffee Table book. I hope and believe that the readers will
find this Coffee Table Book interesting and informative.

(Jitendra Kumar Sinha)
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T R IPU RA SINCE 1949

Transportation
Until the reign of the kingdom till 1949, not many roads were
been built in the State like today. Communication to mainland
of the country from Tripura was through East Pakistan. The
State had only 50 Km of roads till then and when the State
attained the status of a full statehood in 1972, about 198 Km
of National Highways was built over the State. The length of
all kind of roads, comprising rural, national, sub-division and
district roads, increased to 4275 Km across the State in 1978.
Presently, the State has seen tremendous improvement in the
field of transportation. The State is having 6 National Highways
with total length of 888.81 Km and 4 in-Principle declared
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National Highways for a length of 229.25
Km. Out of which, 247 Km (approx.) has
already been developed to double
lane standard with paved shoulder till
July, 2022. As a result of the support of
Government of India, courtesy, Prime
Minister’s Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY),
4124 villages are now connected to the
main road through 4532 km of rural paved
roads.
Maitri Setu, also called Gateway of
Northeast, a 1.9 Km long bridge with
150-metre width on Feni River links
Tripura in India with Chittagong port in
Bangladesh is a befitting example of the
friendship that has developed between
India and Bangladesh.
Although the train service and that too
meter gauge, had reached Dharmanagar,
a town in the northern part of the State in
1964, it is indeed a pity that it took almost
half a century for the train to whistle at
Agartala, the capital city of the State.
Kumarghat was included in the State
railway map in 1990 and was connected
to Agartala in 2008 by a meter gauge.
The railway network reached Sabroom at
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the southern part of the State only in 2019. Now, the people of the State
are getting direct access via rail from Agartala to the cities like Guwahati,
Kolkata, Deoghar, Habibganj, New Delhi, Bangalore etc.
The track-laying work across 15.054 km stretches (5 Km on the Indian side
and the rest in Bangladesh) of the Agartala-Akhaura railway line to connect
Agartala with Akhaura in Bangladesh is expected to be completed shortly.
The entire expenditure, including the part in Bangladesh is being borne
by India. Agartala-Akhaura railway line once constructed will provide a
much shorter connectivity from Agartala to Kolkata, would effectively
reduce the distance from 1,600 km to 550 km, and after completion, it will
be a gateway to the northeast region, which will facilitate larger business
opportunities for the entire Asian region.
The first airport in the State was established in 1942 during the reign of
Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya. Earlier the airport was known as
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Shingarbil Airport. The airport was used
by the United States Air Force’s Fourth
Combat Cargo Group, Curtis C-47
Command, during World War II. Flights
from Agartala to Dhaka-TejgaonKhulna (then East Pakistan) used to
operate from this airport. At present,
the airport is known as Maharaja Bir
Bikram International Airport. This newly
designed airport is not only the pride
of the State, but it is considered to be
one of the pre-eminent airports in the
Northeast India.
Not only railways and air route, the
State is now connected to Bangladesh
via water route too. Inland water and
transport project is being implemented
on Gomati river. The SonamuraDaudkandi river route has been
declared as Indo-Bangladesh Protocol
Route. A floating jetty has been built in
the State on the river Gomati located
at Sonamura. The huge improvement
in the State’s transportation system
over the last four years is redolent of
the HIRA Model [(Highway, Internet,
Roadways and Airways)] announced by
the Prime Minister

Power

The State is harnessing vast resources of
nature. Deep underground, there is vast
treasure of natural fuel, in the mountains
there is huge manifestation of Sal,
Teak, Mahua, Mahogany, Agar and lush
Green forests. The hill ranges of Jampui,
Shakhantang,
Langtarai,
Atharmura,
Baramura Devatamura stand tall to
preserve our precious natural resources.
There are innumerable streams of pure
water like Deo, Manu, Dhalai, Khowai,
Howrah and Muhuri flowing down the
slopes of the mountains. When the reign of
the kingdom came to an end in 1949, only a
diesel-powered generator in the palace of
King produced 0.05 MW of electricity and
the total number of consumers including
the King and his citizens were 216. In
1972, the production of power was 3 MW
catering to 7666 number of consumers. At
that time, only 68 villages and towns were
connected with electric line. The number
of subscribers in 1978 rose to 14,700 and
number of electrified villages were 85.
The 15-megawatt Dumbur hydroelectric
project was set up in 1974.
At present, the State’s own power
generation capacity is about 1042 MW, of
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which the Palatana Power Project alone has a generating capacity of
628 MW which is the highest in the entire North Eastern part of India. It
is worthwhile to share here that the State is self-sufficient in generation
of electricity. Houses even on the top of the distant hills are illuminated
with electric lights. The number of beneficiaries benefiting from
Saubhagya Yojana is about 1 lakh 36 thousand. Government of India
has awarded the State for providing 100% households with electricity
under the Saubhagya Yojana. Further, under Ujwala Yojana, more
than 1 lakh 31 thousand LED bulbs, more than 26 thousand LED tubes
and 4 thousand 638 electric fans have been distributed among the
beneficiaries. More than 140,000 prepaid meters have been provided
for the convenience of customers.It is indeed a matter of pride that
160 megawatt of electricity generated by the State is also helping
neighboring Bangladesh.
Even though electricity has reached all the houses in the State,
uninterrupted power supply still remains a big challenge. It is to be
realized that this work is not possible in a one day or one month or one
year. This process requires huge financial resources, developed with
institutional partnership, by which improved and uninterrupted supply
of electricity services is possible. The State Government is on the path
of modernization of total power system.
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Agriculture
and
Horticulture

About a century ago the topographic nature of the State
was a combination of several mountain ranges rich in
lush green forests. Six mountain ranges stretched to
the plains. On the slopes of the hill, the young men and
women of the tribe used to reap the harvest with great joy
in the rhythm of Lebang Bumani dance. In 1895, Maharaja
Birchandra Manikya established an independent
Agriculture Ministry in his Cabinet. The aim was to
improve the happiness and prosperity of the people of
the State through modern agriculture practices, animal
resource development, fisheries and sericulture. Until
themerger with the Indian Union in 1949, crops were
grown on this land by the traditional method of Jhum
cultivation. Significant improvement has been witnessed
in agriculture after 1949. In 1950, the Department of
Agriculture was established in the State. In 1957-58, 1.33
lakh tonne of paddy was produced which increased to
2.06 lakh tonne in 1967-68. At the time of merger with
India, there was almost no improved irrigation system in
this land. In the next two decades, the irrigation system
improved tremendously owing to vast agriculture
activities both in public and private level. In 1976-77,
33700 hectare (which is about 9% of the total agricultural
land) was irrigated. In the contemporary period, for the
development of agriculture, establishment of Gram Sevak
Kendras, seed nurseries, agricultural research centers,
research centers on fruit and vegetable production and
many other initiatives have been undertaken.

Agricultural development in
the State can be classified in
four stages, namely (a) PrePerspective Plan (1972-98), (b)
Perspective Plan (2000-12) (c)
Agricultural Development Road
Map (2012-17) and Doubling the
Farmers’ income (2017-22).
The average productivity of
paddy crop at the time of
attaining full statehood was 887
kg per hectare and 1549 kg per
hectare during 1972-98 - the
pre-perspective plan. At the
beginning of the 21st century,
the State emphasized on overall
development of agriculture
with improved seeds, proper
application
of
chemical
fertilizers, increase in application
of organic fertilizers, irrigation
and
improved
agricultural
machineries. The goal of the
Pre-Perspective Plan was to
achieve self-sufficiency in food
production and the target set
was to produce high yielding
paddy in one lakh hectares of
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land using System of Rice Intensification (SRI) method. The productivity of
paddy during the said period rose to 2430 kg per hectare.
The State Government is now taking various initiatives to improve
agriculture in the direction of achieving self sufficiency and progress
of the State. Efforts are being undertaken to set up 37 Farmer Friendly
Centers (Krishak Bandhu Kendra) in every Agri sub-division of the State
with the aim of imparting modern scientific knowledge and technical
assistance in the field of agriculture which is truly a unique initiative and
an exemplary for other states of the country. The State Government has
laid special emphasis on doubling the income of farmers within 2022-23
and has formulated a Three Years Action Plan from 2020-21 to 2022-23. It

is worth mentioning that till the financial year 202021, 3 lakh 02 thousand 57 farmers have come under
crop insurance which is 119% more than the financial
year 2015-16 to 2016-17. So far, 72,956 metric tonne
of paddy has been purchased from 42,159 farmers at
Minimum Support Price. At present the productivity
of paddy is 3044 kg per hectare. Fruit cultivation has
been expanded to a total area of 6,777 hectares.
Vegetables are being cultivated around 10,000
hectares of land. On 7th June 2018, the President of
India had declared the Queen Variety of pineapple
as the “State Fruit”. So far, 8338 metric tonne of
pineapples have been exported to other States,
Dubai and Qatar. This has made a turnover of Rs
11crore 67 lakh to the pineapple growers of the State.
Average annual income of farmers in the financial
year 2015-16 was Rs. 6,580 which has increased to
Rs 11,067 in the financial year 2020-21. From 2018-19
till date, 2, 51,525 farmers have been benefitted with
the loans provided under Kisan Credit Card.
Approximately 40% of the total cultivated land in this
State is covered under horticulture plantations. In
the interest of international commercialization and
identification of organic crops and fruits of the State,
the tagline ‘Tripura Organic’, along with the motto
of ‘Healthy Living’ as well as the use of certain logo,
really reflects the modern mentality and self-reliance
of the people in agriculture. At present the State is
self-sufficient in high yielding rice seed production.
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Moreover, various types of
oilseeds such as mustard
and raw ground nuts
and mash kalai pulses
are produced towards
achieving self-reliance in
seed production. Farmers
are now cultivating fruits,
vegetables and flowers for
self-reliance. Pineapple,
lemon, ginger, stone apple,
chilli, tamarind produced in
the State is being exported
to abroad. In 2021-22,
maize and mash kalai
pulses has been cultivated
in 9,784 hectares and
7,305 hectares of land
respectively.
21,000
hectares of land has been
brought under organic
farming as of now. More
than 1200 hectare area
has been brought under
floriculture under Chief
Minister
Puspoudyan
Prakalpa. This will benefit
about 6000 florists.
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Animal
Resource

The meat, egg and milk production in the State was
2978 metric tonne, 2.62 crore and 18219 metric tonne
respectively at the time when Tripura got the statehood
in 1972. At present, the production of meat, egg and milk
have increased to 52,180 metric tonne, 30.24 crore and
206170 metric tonne respectively. As a result, in the fiscal
year 2020-21, per capita consumption turned into 13 kg
of meat, 76 eggs and 141gm of milk per head per day.
Various projects have been undertaken in the State to
increase animal food production in terms of milk, meat
and eggs. At present, number of farms have been set up
all over the State, especially in rural areas, for ensuring
sex sorted semen and centre for artificial insemination
of cattle. Modern quality housing for pigs and meat
processing centers, establishment of veterinary college,
establishment of mobile animal development centers
are all new additions to the development. In the year
2021-22, under the Chief Minister’s Swanirbhar Parivar
Yojana, 6033 pigs and 3133 goats were distributed and
17088 poultry and 4272 duck schemes have been taken
up in the State. As a result of the innovative thinking
and initiative of the present Government of the State,
thousands of unemployed young men and women have
found their way for sustainable income through cattle
rearing and duck rearing. Around 1000 women belonging
to schedule caste community, living next to Rudrasagar
in Melaghar, are living a self-reliant life by availing the
benefits of the backyard duck rearing project. Some of
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them are even earning upto Rs. 1,00,000 annually. Under
Mukhyamantri Unnata Godhan Prakalpa, till January 2022,
72121 cows have been given sex sorted semen. It has given
birth to 4340 Bakna (female) calves and 544 male calves.
In the financial year 2021-22, various assistances has been
provided to 2 lakh families to become self-reliant through
fish farming, pig, goat and poultry farming.
Till 1972, the fish production was 5684 metric tonne and
the productivity was 1240 Kg per hectare. In 1972, fish
was produced in an area of only 4414 hectares. In 202021, the productivity increased to 2757 kg per hectare and
the production of total fish has been about 82000 metric
tonne. At present about 2 lakh people are directly involved
in fish production in 29503 hectares of areas that are
suitable for fish farming. Moreover, 5590 fish farmers have
been trained in fish farming through bio flock method with
an aim to provide 1760 cages in the Dumbur reservoir for
the promotion of cage culture in Dumbur reservoir and
other large water bodies of Tripura. As of now, 1500 cages
have been set up in Dumbur reservoir and 260 in other
large reservoirs for fish production. In order to increase fish
production, Matsya Mitra scheme has been introduced in
rural areas. These activities have indeed made significant
impact for the economic development of the people of
the State. On the occasion of World Fisheries Day, that
is, 21st November 2021, the State of Tripura was awarded
as the Best Fish producing State among the hilly states of
North East.

Forest & Ecology

The State of Tripura is passionately called as
“Parbati Tripura”. Green forests, hundreds of
birds, mountains, rivers, creeping vegetation
are the natural ornaments of the State and to
mesmerize the tourists. During the reign of kings
the State was covered with evergreen, deep
forest. The greenery was intensified from north
to south, from east to west. Even in the plains, the
greenery of the trees, creepers and shrubs were
seen. According to the Forest Survey Statistics of
1968 (Champion & Seth Classification of Forests
Type 1968) State’s forest area was 6294 sq. km
which is 60% of total area of the State.
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The types of forest found in the State is mainly tropical
evergreen, semi-evergreen, and moist deciduous. 379
species of plants, 320 species of shrubs, 269 species
of medicinal plants and trees, 165 species of herbs,
35 species of ferns, 90 species of mammals, many
species of birds, covering 4200 sq km of 41 protected
and 45 proposed protected forests are seen in the
State. People have the right to use the forest for their
livelihood. Barak, Bari, Mrittinga, Muli, etc. varieties of
bamboo and bamboo related small scale industries
are the economic means to thousands of people.
Phayre’s Langoor is the State animal, Green Imperial
Pigeon is the State bird and Nageswara is the State
flower
Har Ghar Agar is a new vision of income and economic
development. It is envisaged that under the Agar
Mission, in the next two to three years, 51 lakh agar
trees will be planted in the State which will generate
approximate revenue of Rs. 2000 crore.
State Government has also taken a programme of
Roadside Plantation & Beautification of Tripura. Under
this programme, various types of fruit and flower trees
have been planted up to 289 km along the National
Highway in both sides. A Smrti Van (memorial forest)
has also been set up at Burakha where anyone can
plant a sapling in memory of their ancestors, which will
be there for generations to come.

n | 19

| 20 |

T R IPU RA SINCE 1949

Information
Technology

The State has witnessed a sea change in the area of information and
technology. The use of mobile phone, internet, and satellite phone from
the introduction of Ghorar Dak (Postal system through Horses) up to date
is an example of all these developments. Maharaja Birchandra Manikya
had set up the first post office in the State in 1875. There were some post
offices and telegraph offices in the State during 1949. Since then, in the
15 years since 1964, 265 new post offices and 13 telegraph offices have
been opened. At present there are 708 post offices in Tripura. In 1967, the
first radio station was set up in Briddhinagar, Agartala. Its golden jubilee
was celebrated on 29th January, 2017. Agartala Doordarshan Kendra
was established in 1994. During 1972, landline telephones facilities were
found to be at Rajbari, the Minister’s office, the Governor’s office, some
important government offices, and at the houses of a few rich families.
With the expansion of economic activity and increase in income of the
people of the State, the number of landline telephones has increased.
In 1998 and 2012 this number increased to 34519 and 55561 respectively.
Mobile service was introduced in the State during the year 2004. The
number of mobile users in the State was 16 lakh in the year 2012 which
has now crossed more than 30 lakh. Tele-density is about 76 percent. At
present more than 170 digital services are provided in the State through
CSC Digital Seva Portal. It is a significant improvement that there are
currently 1204 active Community Service Centres throughout the State,
though there was only 394 CSCs in the recent past. It is interesting to note
that the major online services currently available through the Internet
are e-Registration, e-News, e-Panchayet, e-Sadan, e-District Services,
e-PDS, e-Invoice, e-Land, e-Resource Tax, e-Municipality , E-Stamp,
e-Payment, E-Content, A-Blood Bank, AHRMS, E-Treasury, CCTNS etc.
which are essential in the daily life of the people of this State.
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Women
Empowerment

This State, especially the women, have a special identity
in their way of life. Mentioned in Rajmala, the tribal women
of Tripura were physically strong enough and their various
heroics have been described in the chapters of the book.
Maharani Tulsibati Devi established the Girls’ School in Agartala
in 1894 to promote women’s education. The first women’s
college was established in 1965 and at present there are 23
Girls’ school and one Women’s technical education institute.
In 1949, at the time of merger with Indian Union, the economic
activities of the State were mainly dependent on agriculture.
Tribal women would collect wood and drinking water from
the forest in addition to household chores. Women are largely

believed to be indispensable part of
development in tribal society and in
the State. After gaining full statehood
in 1972, women in the State gradually
began to take part in political activities
too. At present, women actively
participate in the polls and even
contest in the elections of Panchayati
Raj, Assembly and Lok Sabha, etc.
In the three rounds Panchayat
elections held in 2019, the reservation
for women at all levels was about 45
to 50 percent. It is noteworthy that the
presence of women in the Gram Sabha
is about 80 percent. Central and State
projects such as “Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao”, One Stop Center, Women’s
Helpline, Women’s Empowerment
Center, Women’s Skills Development,
etc. have undoubtedly paved the
way for women’s empowerment in
the State. In order to earn a living in
various fields, there are currently
33077 Self Help Groups in the State,
of which more than 31,000 Self
Help Groups are solely managed
and run by women. Till four years
ago this number was around 4900.

The Tripura Policy for Women
2022 is an outline of women’s
empowerment. Setting up of startup projects for women, reservation
for women in higher education, free
mortgage for women, setting up a
consolidated one-stop center for
women, 33% reservation for women
in government jobs, setting up new
hostels for working women, setting
up a State Resource Center for
them, women managed fair price
shop, etc. are included in this Policy.
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Education

In the middle of twentieth century, 82% of the people in this
country were in the dark of illiteracy. Only nine percent of
women have received education. In 1951, the literacy rate
in the State was 15.5 percent and that too mainly in urban
areas. The literacy rate in the rural hills was only 5 percent.
After the first Five Year Plan, systematic development
of education began in the State. As a result, the literacy
rate increased to 20.2 percent and 30.9 percent in 1961
and 1971, respectively. According to the District Gazette
1975, the number of primary schools in the State in 1974
was 1333 and the number of students was 1,15,369 out
of which the number of female students was 42,087. At
that time the number of teachers was 3411. In 1972, the
number of Junior Basic, Senior Basic, Secondary and
Higher Secondary schools in the State was 1426, 236, 29
and 70 respectively with the enrollment of 172895, 41427,
16400 and 5498 students respectively . Four decades
later, the number of Junior Basic, Senior Basic, Secondary
and Higher Secondary schools rose to 2298, 1230, 575
and 352 respectively. Presently, there are 2547 Junior
Basic, 1230 Senior Basic, 688 Secondary and 469 Higher
Secondary schools in the State with the enrolment of
316457, 184264, 107950 and 66858 students respectively.
The State Government has recently undertaken 33 new
projects and reform programme to make the State a
Model State in terms of education. It is a matter of pride
to say that among the programme that have been taken
to improve the quality of education and build a better

future for the students, the most notable initiatives are adoption of
Nutan Disha (New Direction), NCERT syllabus, amendment of Right
to Education Rules 2011, converting 135 Bengali medium schools
into English medium school, increase of standard of learning of
Divyang students with the help of information technology, adoption
of Super 30 scheme, professionalization of Madhyamik education,
modernization of libraries, mass arrangement of Teachers
Education, publication and re-printing of Kok-Barak and Manipuri
literature, inclusion of 100 government and government aided
schools under Tripura Madhyamik Shiksha Parshadh into Central
Board, Programme to establish 17 new Eklavya Model Schools and
Mission 100 Vidyajyoti schools aimed at transferring 100 existing
High and Higher Secondary Schools into Modern Schools with
State of Art facilities under CBSE affiliation.
The State was never lagging behind in traditional education or
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higher education since time immemorial. The
seeds of higher education that were sown
during the reign of the Maharajas and the royal
family of this State is now reaping the harvest
in the State. The royal connection and valued
friendship with the Biswa Kabi Rabindranath
Tagore and the financial support of the then
great scientist Jagadish Chandra Bose for the
pursuit of science - is reminiscent of the royal
family’s generosity towards higher education.
The Maharajas had made arrangements for
many learned men of East Bengal to stay in the
kingdom.
Vidyapattan, the only college in the State
established in 1947, later known as Maharaja
Bir Bikram College, was founded in 7th May
1937 covering an area of over 234 acres of land
consisting of hillocks, lakes and plain fields.
During the period of World War II (1939-45),
the construction of Vidyapattan came to a halt
and a temporary British Army Hospital was built
on the ground floor. After the war stopped, the
reconstruction work took a long time to re-start.
Maharaja Bir Bikram College was compared
with Presidency College of Kolkata in terms of
educational standards amongst the meritorious
students of the country. The able faculty of
Maharaja Bir Bikram College was from different

parts of the country and the students
of the State got higher education under
their able guidance. Apart from Maharaja
Bir Bikram College, Ramkrishna College
in Kailashahar in North Tripura, Belonia
College in South Tripura and Ramthakur
College in Agartala was established in
1950, 1964 and 1967 respectively for
developing higher education in the State.
Tripura University, the only university in
the State, started its journey in 1987. As
in 2021, the State has 22 undergraduate
colleges, 6 Technical colleges, and
11 other colleges, including 2 Medical
Colleges. At present there are 45 higher
education institutions under the State
Government. The 4 Higher Education
Institutions under the Central Government
are Tripura University, National Institute of
Technology, Central Fisheries College and
Indian Institute of Information Technology.
Moreover, in the private sector, a total of 18
Higher Education institutions are engaged
in imparting higher education in the State.
The State is proud to have established
a National Forensic Sciences University
recently and is all set to the establishment
of National Law University in the State.
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Urban Development
More than one hundred fifty years ago, Maharaja Birchandra
Manikya had formed the municipality of Agartala in 1871 and
established the first post office in the State in 1875 to facilitate
the urban life of the people in this State. The plan for the
development of urban civilization in different parts of the State
started during the reign of Maharaja Radha Kishore Manikya.
Plans were made to bring the office houses under one roof for
administrative convenience. The Martin and Burn Company built
a palace at Agartala. During the reign of Maharaja Radha Kishore
Manikya, kerosene lit lamps were used to light night lamps at
pillars on special roads in the Agartala municipal area. Maharaja
Birendra Kishore Manikya reconstructed Birchandra Library at
Agartala, Calcutta Mahal, Carmichael Bridge, Laxminarayan

Temple, Malchannibas. The
Agartala-Bishalgarh road was
constructed in 1913 during
his tenure. The foundation
stone of the Howrah Bridge
at Battala was laid during his
reign and was completed
during the reign of Maharaja
Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya.
Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore
Manikya was the architect of
modern Tripura. After 1949,
development
started
in
different areas of the State.
The introduction of the Bengal
Municipal Act, 1932 from
August 1961 has played a
significant role in the process
of
local
self-governance
and urban development. In
1967, a local self-government
office was set up to control
urban development. Urban
development is fast gaining
momentum in sub-divisional
headquarters across the State.
At present, there are 20 urban
bodies in a total area of 242.83
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State through this project and in the near future
construction works of 40,000 houses will be
completed. At present, 7 Online Municipal Services
have been launched for the convenience of the
city dwellers. The overall modern development
of Agartala city is now under the Smart City
Mission with the support of the Government of
India. Howrah river bank development, expansion
of 4 laning of road towards airport, water ATM
installation, installation of digital traffic signals are
some of the initiatives taken under Smart City
Mission.
sq km to provide various facilities to about 9 lakh
citizens of the municipal areas of the State, including
1 Municipal Corporation, 13 Municipal Councils and
6 Nagar Panchayats. Currently, projects like Chief
Minister’s Self-Reliance Scheme, Prime Minister’s Street
Vendors Self-Reliance Fund, Tripura Urban Livelihood
Mission, etc. are providing opportunities to increase
people’s livelihood in urban areas. In order to maintain
the cleanliness of the urban areas, various programme
like recycling of waste materials, construction of family
based hygienic toilets, construction of community
toilets for slum dwellers etc. have been taken up under
the Swach Bharat Mission - Urban project. The Prime
Minister’s Awas Yozana - an urban project is providing
permanent housing to many people in the city. So far,
46700 PMAY houses have been constructed in the

Trade and industry

Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya’s
prudent approach paved the way
for the economic development and
development of cottage industry in the
State. He found a special department
separating the Industry and Commerce
sector from general administration. The
department soon took the initiative to
manufacture weaving, cane and bamboo
cottage industries, mat making, refined oil
production, tea and tobacco production
and other cottage industries and their
export to other countries. Arrangements
were made to display the state-produced
artifacts in a room of the office for the
information of the public. A stall was set
up at the Calcutta Congress Exhibition
in 1928 to promote and popularize these
artifacts produced in the State to the
Indians. It attracted a lot of people and
became a center of attraction for visitors.
In order to realize this opportunity of trade
growth, a skilled trade representative
was appointed in Calcutta who later
played a special role in the expansion
of trade and commerce in the State. At
that time there was no railway line in the
State except the Feni-Belonia branch
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railway line under AB Railways. A new railway line was
proposed to be connected to the Akhaura railway
junction, just six miles from Agartala in order to facilitate
the export of forest products in particular. Ms. Martin
& Co. surveyed a potential railway line from Akhaura
Junction to Birendranagar via Bishalgarh Bazar and
Ranirbazar. Maharaja Birbikram Kishore Manikya had
the realization that it would not possible to spread trade
without proper financial resources. So, he had decided
to propose opening a State Bank that could meet the
demand for financial resources. He discussed it in several
meetings of the State Cabinet and later in consultation
with the Managing Director of Union Bank Limited,
Comilla, it was decided to open the bank. As of now (to
be deleted) This environment is quite favourable in the

State. On 9th December and 10th December 2021,
Investment Summit Destination Tripura 2021 was
organized under the coordinated management of
State Government of Tripura and Indian Chamber
of Commerce where various Industries of the State
and more than 100 Industrialists and Investors from
home and abroad have participated in the Summit
and they have agreed to invest in the industries like
Fruits and Food processing, Tourism, Handicrafts,
Information Technology, Tea, Rubber, Bamboo,
Agar, Higher education, etc. In the summit 81
MOUs were signed with a financial value of Rupees
2868.93 crore. Of these, 7 have been signed in
the field of Information Technology alone with a
financial value of Rupees 1,034 crore. The situation in
the State is gradually improving in terms of exports
in a favorable environment. The financial value of
the exported goods in the last three years is about
Rs. 135 crore. At present, the State is considered
to be the Gateway to the overall development of
the North East. There are Integrated Land Ports at
Agartala and Sonamura. As a result of the successful
Act East policy, a Special Economic Zone is being
set up at Sabroom sub-division of the State. Soon
through the Agartala-Akhaura railway line and
the Maitri Bridge, State manufactured goods are
expected to reach Bangladesh and Chittagong
ports and beyond.
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Information
Cultural Affairs

The State’s heritage is glorious with legends and the cultural
life of ethnic and non-ethnic communities. The antiquities
of different periods of the State are known through the
architecture of Pilak, Unkoti, Nirmahal, Devatamura,
Ujjayanta Palace, Tripura Sundari Temple, Bhubaneswari
Temple, Benuban Bihar, Temple of Fourteen Gods
etc. During the reign of Maharaja Birchandra Manikya,
many talented artists of India decorated the royal court
with their music and art. From the time of Maharaja
Radhakishore Manikya, the great poet Rabindranath
Tagore visited this kingdom seven times. His plays, viz.
Rajarshi, Bhagnahridaya, Mukut, Bisarjan enriched the
literary wealth of the State. Jaduvatta Maharaj, a prominent
musician of East India, was conferred the title of Tanraj in
the royal court of Birendra Manikya. He was a devotee of
art, culture and music. He played instruments like Sitar,
Esraj, Khol, Bansuri (Bamboo flute), etc. His son Maharaja
Bir Bikram was as skilled in playing Esraj and Sitar like his
father. Prince Nabadwip Chandra also excelled in music.
His son Sachin Debbarman (Karta) is a well known name
in the music empire of India. He was both a singer and
a celebrated composer. Ranbir Kishore Debbarman,
Thakur Anil Krishna Debbarman, Mahendra Debbarman,
Buddhimanta Singh, Basanta Singh, Pulin Debbarman,
Naren Thakur, the sons of the royal family, were all famous
in the field of music.

In addition to the royal family, 19 ethnic tribal groups in the hilly
areas of the State have carried forward their own traditions
through their folk songs and folk dances. It is also noticed that
some tribal culture and Bengali folk culture in the state are
gradually getting lost in the shadow of sophisticated civic life.
Between the 1960s and 1970s, the folk culture flourished. After
1970, the state’s folk culture development started to change.
Folk music and dance like Hojagiri, Goriya, Leban-Bumani, Biju,
Garia, Kuki etc. started to be staged in public platforms. After
1980, the folk culture of the state developed with the support of
the Government. It is a matter of regret that at present puppet
dance and folk dance forms are gradually disappearing.
Fortunately, in the State, Langtarai festival, Baramura festival,
Pilak festival, Raima-Sarma festival, Kalajhari festival, Unkoti
fair, Brahmakund fair, Tirthamukh fair, Kharchi festival, Diwali
festival are enriching the culture of the State. Book fairs,
science fairs, art fairs, weaving and handicraft fairs have been
the culture of the State for the last few decades. Apart from the
tribal culture of the State, the Bengali folk culture such as Gajan,
Sita’s Manbhanjan, Noukabilas, Nimaisannas are enriching the
nature and agro-based folk song culture of the State. The use
of ancient musical instruments such as shinga, sumui, sarinda,
champren, dandu, taku, lebangti, kheyang, dudhak, kham,
dhul, ulungri, nakara etc. in tribal folk music is indicative of a
developed culture. Government of India has conferred Padma
Shri to Shri Thanga Darlong, Shri Beni Chandra Jamatia and
Shri Satyaram Ryang for their special role in the development
of tribal music and culture.
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Games & Sports
The Tripuri community of the State has its own sports like other communities
of the country like Thungmung. Achugui Fan Salaimung (a type of wrestling
competition in which a young man sits on the ground with a bamboo and
spreads his legs and tests his strength), Bamaniktar (a type of hide-and-seek
game played between two teams), Salaimung (this is a wrestling match played
between two people on a long bamboo pole), Kadang (running competition
with bamboo), Langaichakmung (making two ropes and a wooden deck or
cradle for sitting in a tall tree, constantly swinging one by one and helping the
other to sway, with the melodious tune), etc. The rules and regulations of the
game and the traditional way of enjoying them are the way of life of the tribal
people of the State.

The success stories in the field of sports in national and
international arena are many. Mantu Debnath, Biswesar Nandi,
Kalpana Debnath, Saraswati Saha, Deepa Karmakar, Lakshita
Reang and Somedev Debbarman are some of the names who
have brought laurels for the State as well as the Country. The
gymnasts of the State were ably trained by Shri Duleep Singh and
many of them had brought laurels to the State. Mantu Debnath
won a gold medal in gymnastics at the national level in 1969.
He is the first Indian to win a medal in an international (Russian)
competition in a gymnastics event. In 1975, he was awarded the
Arjuna Award. Kalpana Debnath in the field of gymnastics was
honored with the Arjuna Award. Shri Bisheswar Nandi, was fivetime champion in the national event of Gymnastics. As a coach,
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he was awarded the title of Dronacharya in 2016. His disciple,
Deepa Karmakar won a bronze medal at the 2014 Commonwealth
Games and in the 2015 Asian Championships at the International
Games. In 2018 in the city of Marsin, Turkey Deepa won a gold
medal in the organized FIG Artistic World Championship Cup
competition. Deepa Karmakar was awarded Arjuna, Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna and Padma Shri in recognition of her
outstanding achievements in the field of sports. Saraswati Saha
was a two-time national champion. Her national record in the
200m race (22.82 seconds) is still intact. She won a gold medal at
the 2002 Asian Games in Busan. She had participated in the 2004
Athens Olympics too. She won the first prize (gold medal) in the
4x100m relay and the second prize (silver medal) in the 100m relay
at the Asian Championships. She was awarded the Arjuna Award
in 2002 for her outstanding sportsmanship. Somdev Debbarman,

the pride of the State, has made the Country proud
by winning a gold medal at the 21st Commonwealth
Games in 2010 and a gold medal at the Asian Games
in Guangzhou in both the individual and doubles in
Lawn Tennis. The Government of India awarded him
the Arjuna Award in 2011 and the Padma Shri in 2018.
Chess players like Prosenjit Dutta, Umashankar Dutta,
Arshia Das have also made their presence felt in the
international arena. Among the state’s athletes who
have enhanced the state’s and the country’s reputation
are Bijan Saha, who represented the country at the
Commonwealth Games in gymnastics and the 1982
Asian Games and Chaiti Debbarma, who became the
first tribal woman in the State and country to cross the
26 km long Gulf of Terra in 2000. Ganesh Naha, who
first crossed the English Channel from the Northeast
in 1998 and the Gulf of Terrains in 1999, Karnendu
Debarma and Gulti Chowdhury represented the
country in the Asian School Football Games.
Various initiatives have been taken for the development
of youth and sports in the State. At present, there are
206 coaching centers in the State. Football training
by international standard players, construction of
synthetic turf for playing football, construction of
modern swimming pools, synthetic Athletic track
construction etc. are some of the recently taken
initiatives.
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Tourism

Tourism, if developed properly, may be one of the most
dynamic large-scale industries by which the state’s
income as well the national income will increase. The
first tourism policy was announced in the country in
November, 1982. It took 35 years for the country to adopt
such a policy after independence. North-East is the main
artery of the country in terms of natural tourism. The
State of Tripura is the gateway to the North-East. Many
tourists from home and abroad come here to witness
the hilly state, to get to know the small State and enjoy
the religious, natural, ecological, architectural, forest
and wildlife, expeditions, etc., The hospitality of the
State has literally won the hearts of the tourists here.
According to the Brahmandapuran, one of the great
shrines of Sati is located here. One of the divine places
of 51 Peethas is Mata Tripura Sundari Devi Peeth. Its
identity has spread across the national and international
arena. According to Hindu mythology, Unakoti means
less than one crore deity family. Trikaleshwar is located

in the lap of Unakoti hill. The idol of Lord Shiva carved in stone
is an exquisite example of architecture in Unakoti. Goddess
Durga and other images carved in the rock on the slope of the
hill in the current of the river Gomati captivate the minds of
the tourists. The natural scenery of the Jampui hills, the clean
environment and the sunrise are a must watch for the tourists
visiting the State. Neermahal, Ujjayanta Palace, Jagannath
Bari, Malancha Niwas, Gunavati Temple, Bhubaneswari Devi
Temple are examples of the architectural love of the kings.
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The free movement of animals and birds in the sanctuary of Roya, Trishna, Sepahijala, the eternal
celebration of green from the foot hills of Baramura, Shakhantang, Atharamura, the simple life of
the tribal community here, their culture, costumes, folk songs and culture are unique to the State.
In 2017, the number of foreign tourist arriving in the State was 80094 which is the 23rd highest
among the 36 states (including Union Territories) in India and the first among the states in the
North East. In 2020, more than one lakh foreign tourists visited the State. In the fiscal year 2018-19,
a total of 5,29,815 domestic and international tourists visited the State, which helped to generate
state revenue of Rs. 3 crore 55 lakh. In the fiscal year 2019-20, a total of 5,81,350 domestic and
international tourists came here which helped to generate a state revenue of Rs. 5 crore 86 lakh.
As a result of recent tourism-friendly initiatives such as guide services, setting up of tourist
information centers at airports and busiest check posts, construction of floating jetties on lakes in
water bodies near prominent tourist centers, introduction of water scooters, setting up of new log
huts and eco parks, celebration of Indo-Bangla tourism festivals, construction of cafeterias etc.,
the overall and individual income of the people of the State has increased manifold paving way
for the keen investors to set up industries in the State.

Human Resource
The partition of 1947 turned out to be an
obstacle for the socio-economic development
of the State as it became isolated from the rest
of India. Tripura was economically disoriented
due to inadequate roads, railways and
waterways. The state of Assam was connected
to the mainland by a narrow route. At that time
thousands of refugees started entering from
East Pakistan. As a result, there was a radical

n | 43

| 44 |
change in demography. Poverty and unemployment was
then a major obstacle to human resource development.
The late seventies saw a marked improvement as there was
increase in production of agriculture, development of power
system, establishment of schools and colleges, increase in
number of students in schools, etc.
In 1972, the number of primary schools was only 1428.
From that time till 2001, 870 new lower primary schools
and 1000 high primary schools, 560 high schools and 290
higher secondary schools were established. The number
of students enrolled increased from 2,36,220 to 7,88,257. In
1972, there were 11 higher education institutions with all types
of colleges and technical education centers. In 2001, there
were 20 institutions of higher education, where as currently,
there are 45 higher education institutions under the State
Government and 4 higher education institutions under the
Central Government. Moreover, in the private sector, a total
of 18 educational institutions are engaged in imparting higher
education for the State. The formation of self-governing Zila
Parishad in 1979 was a developmental effort for the economic
and autonomy of the tribal society in the State.
Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) in 1980 at State’s
NSDP was 5.2 percent which increased to 6.7 percent in 1990.
In the 1990s, there was a huge increase in the literacy rate in
the State. In 2001, the literacy rate in the state was 73.2 percent
while in the country it was 63.4 percent. In 2011, the literacy
rate in the State increased to 87.22 percent. According to the
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Educational Assessment Survey 2016 (Literacy Assessment
Survey 2016), the literacy rate in the State was 97.22 percent.
The average life expectancy in the State as per 2001 Census
was Male - 71 years, female - 74 years. At that time the
average life expectancy of the people of the country was
61 years. During the decade 1991-2001, the three main
pillars of human resource development in the State were
education, health and livelihood. At that time, the human
resource development index in the State was 0.59, which
is the third among the North Eastern States. In India at that
time the human resource development index was 0.56. In
2001-02, the per capita income of the people of the state
was Rs.18,759. In 2011-12, the per capita income in NSDP
was Rs. 47155 (Rs. 51,999 in GSDP). In 2016-17, the per capita
income in NSDP was Rs. 91596 (Rs. 1,01,385 in GSDP). In
2021-22, the per capita income in NSDP was Rs. 146918 (Rs.
167644 in GSDP). Analyzing the above data, it is known that
the per capita income has increased almost two and a half
times in 2011-12 as compared to 2001-02 and the per capita
income has increased more than three times in 2021-22 as
compared to 2011-12. The State Government has undertaken
various projects to increase livelihood through self-reliance
in agriculture, horticulture, fisheries, cottage industries, food
industry, silk industry, forestry, etc. At present, the State is
known to be the main door to enter the North Eastern Region.
As a result, domestic investment in the State is gradually
increasing.

Friendship with Bangladesh
From the fall of the Mughal Empire
to the end of British rule, the kings of
the kingdom divided the land into two
powers; independent monarchy in the
hills and zamindars in vast fertile lands.
The name of the plain was Chakla
Roshnabad which was then extended
to Noakhali, Tipra, Shrihattta or Sylhet
district, Comilla and Brammanbaria.
In 1761, the British occupied Chakla
Roshnabad and adopted a policy of noninterference in the rule of the kings of hilly
Tripura. But from 1870, the British started
interfering in the State. In the name of
undivided Bengal, the British started
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usurping the power of the kings. In 1947, 90 percent of the
land in plain Tripura was passed to East Pakistan. As a result
of partition, millions of Hindu and Muslim Bengalis were
deprived of their right to homeland and migrated to India
as refugees. Similarly in 1949 after the merger with Indian
Union, many refugees from East Bengal left their homes
and sought refuge in the State. But due to the proximity in
weather, culture, language, folktale, folksong, food habits,
speech habits, tradition and ritual, the relationship with
the people of that Country could not be forgotten. The
land of this State became the main battlefield in the war of
independence of Bangladesh. In a secret meeting on 10 April
1971 at the old Circuit House in Agartala, in the presence of
the then Chief Minister of the State, Shri Sachindralal Singh,
the first Bangladesh Government in exile was formed. On
March 27, 1971, a story was published in the Dainik Sambad
under the name Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra: Bangla
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Swadhin (Independent Bangladesh Radio Centre: Bengal
is free). Journalist Shri Anil Chowdhury started publishing
the pre-war history of Bangladesh through National Media
Press Trust of India, The Hindu, Jugantar etc. On April 2,
1971, journalists Jyoti Prakash Saikia, Bikach Chowdhury,
Subhash Chakraborty and Bangladeshi journalist Abdullah
Al-Harun wrote together - Stop the Genocide. This article
or section needed sources or references that appear in
credible, third-party publications. The East Pakistani army
strategically wanted to capture the city of Agartala with the
aim of winning the war. However, at midnight on December 3,
1971, Lance Naik Albert Ekka, a valiant soldier of the country,
thwarted the plan of the Pakistani army with some soldiers
of the Fourteen Guard Regiment. The enemy army camps
near the Gangasagar railway station were destroyed one by
one. Unfortunately, Albert Ekka and ten other soldiers were
martyred in this battle. The bodies of Albert and ten other

comrades were laid to rest at Dukli crematorium in Agartala. A martyr’s
altar was built at Sripalli in Agartala to commemorate their heroism. The
Albert Ekka Park at Lichubagan in Agartala in memory of this heroic soldier
is now a tourist attraction to the public. The Government of India honored
Param Vir Chakra for his bravery and self-sacrifice in national service. At
the time of the Liberation War, a Special Surgical Ward was set up under
the supervision of Dr. Ratin Dutta, a London returned Physician to provide
medical services to the wounded Bengali refugees and freedom fighters
of East Pakistan. Dr. Hemendu Shekhar Roychowdhury, Dr. Promethesh
Roy, Dr. Manoj Chakraborty, Dr. Kar and other doctors provided medical
services to hundreds of bullet-ridden freedom fighters and common
citizens day and night. Dr. Ratin Dutta was conferred with Padma Shri in
the year 1992 for his outstanding contribution at the time of the Freedom
struggle of Bangladesh. In 2012, the Bangladesh Government honored him
with the award “Bangladesher Bandhu (Friend of Bangladesh). There were
hardly any houses in Sonamura, Agartala, Belonia, Melaghar, Bairagibazar,
Bishramganj, Bishalgarh etc. where no one from neighboring East Bengal
had taken shelter as refugee. The Prime Minister of Bangladesh Madam
Sheikh Hasina was the guest of the convocation ceremony of Tripura
University in 2012. Mentioning the unforgettable contribution of India
and Tripura, she said, “We do remember our friends in Tripura and India
with gratitude.” India-Bangladesh Maitri Udyan, Border Hat, Integrated
Land Port, Maitri Setu, Agartala-Akhaura Rail Link, Udaipur-Daudkandi
River, Combined India-Bangladesh Festival, Tripura-Bangladesh Tourism
Festival, delicious fish imported from Bangladesh, tasty pineapple sent
from the State as a bond - all these are friendly attempts to enhance
good relations and international relations with the neighbors.
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Health & Wellness
In 1951, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari, the health and well-being of the people of the whole of
India was in dire straits. 45% of the people were poor. The average life expectancy after birth was
41 years. The economic life of rural India was extremely difficult during the British rule. People with
superstitious beliefs, had more faith in magicians, quacks, jujus, amulets, fake water, etc., than
in medicine. The situation in the North East and Tripura was also similar. Epidemics like leprosy,
tuberculosis, smallpox, cholera, kala-zar, typhoid, malaria etc. have devastated the villages. Lack of
proper food and nutrition, low birth weight, anemia, asthma, tuberculosis were very much prevalent.
In 1971, the average life expectancy increased to about 48 years. The winds of India’s Five Year Plan

were slowly blowing. In 1990-1991, the expenditure on health in the State was only
1.6 per cent of the country’s GDP. Yet in the last twenty years; from 1970 to 1990,
the average life expectancy increased from 48 years to 59 years. Expenditure on
health during the First Plan increased by 3.9 per cent and during the Eighth Plan
it increased to 6 per cent. Per capita health
care (sanitation and drinking water, medicine,
family welfare, nutrition, and vaccination) cost
was 35 rupees and 96 paise and in 1990-91 it
was 113 rupees and 29 paise. Of these, the per
capita expenditure on family welfare alone
was less than 1 rupee in 1974 and 6.57 rupees
in 1991. In the nutrition sector, the expenditure
was 4 rupees and 47 paise in 1974 and 11.51
rupees in 1991. The expenditure on child
welfare and development of the disabled was
41 paise in 1974 and 7.57 rupees in 1991.
In the Forty years from 1972 to 2012, there
have been major changes in the field of health
and its infrastructure. There was no medical
college in the State in 1972, 2 medical colleges
were established by 2012. There were 2 state
level hospitals in 1972, which increased to 6
in 2012. There were 7 sub-divisional hospitals
in 1972 which increased to 11 by 2012. In 1972
there were 2 Community Health Centers, 22 Primary Health Centers, 103 Allopathic
Sub-Health Centers, 7 Homeopathic Dispensary and 2 Ayurvedic Dispensary.
In its 40 years, i.e. by 2012, the number of health infrastructures increased to 14
community health centers, 77 primary health centers, 719 allopathic sub-health
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centers, 73 homeopathic dispensaries and 36 ayurvedic dispensaries.
In 1972 there was no nursing college or nursing training center. By 2012,
a Pharmacy College, a Nursing College, a Paramedical Institute, two
Nursing Training Centers and seven Blood Conservation Centers were
established. At present, there are 13 Blood Preservation Centers, 6 State
Level Hospitals, 6 District Hospitals, 12 Sub-Divisional Hospitals, 23
Community Health Centers, 117 Primary Health Centers, 1005 Allopathic
Sub-Health Centers, 73 Homeopathic Sub-Health Centers and 39
Ayurvedic sub-Health centers. At present the State also have 5030 beds
in all the hospitals in the State. The birth rate in the State is 13 (national
rate 20), infant mortality rate 27 (national rate 32) and general mortality
rate 5.7 (national rate 6.7).
To mention the health scenario during the king’s era, it has to be said
that the largest hospital in the State of Tripura is Victoria Memorial
Hospital and Govinda Vallabh Pant Hospital. There is a royal connection
with these two hospitals. A 30-bedded hospital was established in 1873
during the reign of Maharaja Birchandra Manikya. In 1900, during the
reign of Maharaja Radhakishore Manikya, a grant of one lakh rupees
was made for the hospital at the request of the British. In 1903, the
hospital became known as Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital. In 1942,
Maharani Tulsibati Devi started a female ward in the hospital with 10
beds for gynecological treatment only. In 1990, this hospital was known
as Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital and is still known as the largest
medical center in the State. Agartala Government Medical College was
established in 2005 in the premises of Govinda Vallabh Pant Hospital. The
State has modern systems of urology, cardiac surgery, plastic surgery
and neurosurgery. The State currently has one Eye Hospital. There are

facilities of advanced treatment and modern style medical facilities
for treatment of cardio and neuro diseases. Agartala Medical College,
Govinda Vallabh Hospital and ILS Hospital currently perform major and
multi-complex operations on nerves, brain and heart. In the direction
of further improvement in health education, the number of seats in the
postgraduate degree at Agartala Government College has already been
increased from 54 to 79, and the number of seats in the MBBS course
has been increased from 100 to 125. 275 seats have been increased in
nursing. As of January 2022, 12,70,199 e-Card has been issued to the
beneficiaries under Prime Minister Jana Aushudi Yojana. So far, 1,26,260
people have received medical services under Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya scheme. Under the National Immunization
Program, 1,14,175 (0-1 years) children have been fully vaccinated in
the last three years alone (until August 2021-22) and 1,21,864 pregnant
mothers have been provided with tetanus and Booster vaccine Under
the Anemia Free India program. 1,49,864 pregnant mothers and 21,960
children have been treated under the State Child and Child Health
Program and Maternal and Child Protection Program respectively.
Under the Covid-19 Vaccination program, a total of 52,60,888 doses of
vaccine has been provided till April 20, 2022. Of which 26,41,396 people
were given the first dose and 22,29,234 people were given the second
dose. Among the 15 to 18 year olds, 135471 people have been given
first dose and 90624 people have been given second dose vaccine.
Among the 12-14 year olds, 73762 people were given first dose and
1949 people were given second dose vaccine.
It is believed that the relentless work of the people of the State will
make a healthy and strong Tripura in the coming days.
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Justice for the people
After the merger with Indian Union, the
appropriate judiciary was introduced in the
State. Until 28th January of 1972, the Judicial
Commissioners’ Court was the highest
power in the country. After acquiring the
statehood in 1972, the State was included in
the Gauhati High Court (Assam, Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh and Tripura) under the NorthEastern Areas (Reorganization) Act 1971
(Act 81 of 1971).
A bench of the Gauhati High Court was set
up in the State on 14th May 1992. Thereafter,
on March 23, 2013, a full fledged Tripura

High Court was set up in the State. Further, Judicial district courts have
now been set up in 8 districts in the public interest of the State.
The last four years have seen tremendous progress in the field of law
and judiciary to establish justice for the people. During this time, 5 subdivisional court buildings have been constructed. Courts of 8 SubDivisional Judicial Magistrates have been set up in different districts of
the State. In the last three years alone, around 285 Lok Adalats have been
organised. As a result, about 48 thousand cases have been resolved.
Around 800 legal awareness camps were held across the State during
this time. At present Tripura Judicial Academy is under construction at
Narsinghgarh, Agartala. The State Cabinet has also taken a decision to
establish the National Law University.
It is noteworthy that the present Government is working tirelessly for
ensuring justice to reach every person in the State.
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Conclusion
Attempts taken here to transcribe the overall details of this long virtuous journey through
this brief description may be somewhat incomplete. In conclusion, it seems that there
are some words left to say, some stories yet to be unfolded. For example, Rabindranath
Tagore’s immense contribution to the development of civil society in the State,
environment and science; clean energy, the use of solar energy in the development of
the State, the widespread use of natural gas and the recent initiative to establish a gasbased industry, the outstanding role of the panchayat in rural development, the political
history of the State, the cultural traditions and spiritual development of the people. This
cycle of development of the State will not stop and is bound to continue from year to
year, from decade to decade or even centuries of Swaraj. The golden jubilee of the year of
independence 2047 is not far away. The Amritkal is very near to our door step. So we call
on everyone - let’s all move forward on the path of sustainable and steady development.

